Ancient Times

Spring 2009
Instructor:    Marie Huhtala



Phone:  703-993-3694

Class Days:  Monday and Wednesday

E-mail:  mhuhtala@gmu.edu
Class Time:  1:30 – 2:20 pm



Office: Krug Hall 201-B

Classroom:  Robinson B-442



Office hours:  By appointment

Class Website:  http://huhtala.pbwiki.com/at

Text and Materials:   

D’Aulaire’s Book of Greek Myths (Delacorte Books)

Additional materials provided in class 

Course Description:  This is an elective class focused on ancient Greek and Roman mythology.  You will learn many of the exciting stories that have inspired Western civilization, and you will discover the origins of many English vocabulary words.  You will read selected materials, watch videos and do a fair amount of writing.

Course Objectives:

1. You will improve your academic reading, writing and vocabulary. 

2. You will enhance your speaking and listening skills.

3. You will learn about ancient thinking and its persistence in the modern age.

Course Requirements:  Participation (attending regularly, making contributions to discussions making observations and asking thoughtful questions) is critical to your success.  In order to pass this course, you must maintain a passing average (70% or C) on all assignments, quizzes, exams and presentations.   The final exam will take place the last Monday of classes (April 27) and will be held during the regular class period.

Grading criteria:  Final grades are as follows: A =90-100, B=80-89, C=70-79, NG=0-69 (or more than four absences).  Final grades are calculated as follows: assignments = 30%, class participation = 25%, quizzes = 20%, final exam = 25%.
Attendance Policy:  If you have more than 4 absences, you will receive a grade of NG for the course.  If you miss more than 10 minutes of class, you will receive a half-absence for that day.  Absences are counted through the last week of class.
Assignments:  You are responsible for finding out what work has been assigned in your absence and turn in any homework that was assigned.  If you miss a class, you should find out what you missed from the website or from one of your classmates.  

Please turn off your cell phones before you come to class.
Honor Code:  Student members of the George Mason University community pledge not to cheat, plagiarize, steal, or lie in matters related to academic work. http://academicintegrity.gmu.edu/honorcode  
